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THE BRAINSTORMING SESSION AS ONE

OF THE EFFECTIVE INTERACTIVE METHODS OF TEACHING ENGLISH

Pavlo Tychyna Uman State Pedagogical University

4= article presents the interactive method of brainstorming as one of the excellent teaching strategy to
cenerate ideas on a given topic. It characterizes the stages of the brainstorming session. The article suggests
o5 for the teachers how to organize the process of brainstorming more affectively. The author’s attention is
“used on the advantages of this teaching method. It is also mentioned about the theory of Alex Osborn and

seywords: brainstorm, brainstorming session, problem solution, interactive methods, generate ideas, creative

focus students’ attention on a particular topic;
generate ideas;
teach tolerance for individual differences;
encourage learners to present and share
their ideas and opinions;
* adjust their previous knowledge;
make students equal,
eliminate fear of failures;
based on individuality and creativity;

LV ITb-
SHUM
b g Bilenka Yu.0O., Kolomiets M.M.
okins
¢ steps involved in the creative process of brainstorming.
1inking.
LTOB
roblem statement. For the successful imple-
mentation of educational goals, it is neces-
I ap- =rv to look for the new means and methods of
SIOHU- “=ir realization during the lesson. Using new ap-
OTtme- oroaches of conducting a lesson will be one of such
MUpe. m=ans. The methodology of preparing the future
=0BMT- =zchers should be up to date. It should be based on
ceTaer 12 usage of the interactive methods. One of such
=pecoM mi=thods of teaching English is brainstorm. Using it
=e He-

uring the lesson is one of the most urgent to date.
e Co- Jme of its peculiarity is that the brainstorm can
= used at different stages and periods of learning.

YRR, The brainstorm activity helps to avoid a formal ap-
wreach, for example at the beginning of the lesson
» gives the possibility to activate student’s atten-
won, or Just to check or sum up their knowledge.
Analysis of recent research and publications.
Many international and Ukrainian scientists in-
estigate this method. Among them are Hanisha
=zsant, John Allman, Oleksandra Glazova, Larysa
shragina, Mark Mereevich.
Purpose of the paper. The first purpose of this
£ con- ork 1s to show the positive moments of use of
mortant orzinstorming activities in the class during differ-
e wide- =t parts of the lesson. The second one is to give
ship of pecial pieces of advice which can help teachers in
Bt times aeir work.
grow- Discussion of the main material. «Brainstorm-
,lWEll as 72 is usually called a method of a joint problem
tture. lution. This form of communication appeared in

12 late 30-ies of the XX century. The main pur-
sse of it was to activate creative thinking and to
ncrease the self-confidence and willingness for cre-
:iive search. Brainstorm can be applied to various
:ciivities such as developing a search on the In-
zrnet, conflict resolution, writing essays, figuring
it problems touching the certain theme, analyzing
12 learnt material It is an effective way of cre-
iing ideas individually or within a group. These
=ssions explore and expand a student’s ability to
hink critically and laterally. As students get active-
“involved, the sessions aid the process of learning
:nd improve academic performance» [2].

The benefits of brainstorm activity are the fol-
wing:

students accommodate new information;

- motivate students to express their ideas
freely;

form connections between the topics.

The concept of brainstorming activity was
introduced by Alex Osborn in his book Applied
Imagination: Principles and Practices of Creative
Thinking (1953).

«It is easier to tone down a wild idea than to
think up a new one». These words belong to Alex
Osborn. He was the man, who presented a theory
of the steps involved in the creative process, de-
scribing it as «a stop-and-go, catch-as-catch-can
operation — one which can never be exact enough
to rate as scientific» [1, p. 130} The process,
he said, usually includes some or all of these phases:

1. Orientation: Pointing up the problem.

2. Preparation: Gathering pertinent data.

3.  Analysis: Breaking down the relevant ma-
terial.

4. Hypothesis: Piling up alternatives by way
of ideas.

5. Incubation: Letting up, to invite illumination.

6. Synthesis: Putting the pieces together.

7. Verification: Judging the resultant ideas.

Alex Osborn established basic rules for brain-
storming:

Criticism is ruled out.

«Free-wheeling» is encouraged. The wilder
the idea, the better.

Quantity is the goal.
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Combination and improvement are sought. “""

«In addition to contributing ideas of their own, par-
ticipants should suggest how ideas of others can be
turned into better ideas; or how two or more ideas
can be joined into still another idea» [1, p. 134-135].
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