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individual, and that is absolutely priceless. Once you are aware of the fact that we are 

all cultural beings, products of our own environments, and that you recognize the 

cultural base for your own attitudes and behavior, you are ready to consider others in 

a more favorable light. Seeing the world from a different perspective, and 

understanding where you and others come from, is a fantastic, eye-opening 

experience. 

I have always been interested in languages. Our language is the most important 

part of our being. I think it is important to learn other languages, other forms of 

communication besides our own because it helps us to learn about other peoples and 

cultures. The most important one, however, that we can learn is our own mother 

tongue as this is one of the most basic parts of our identity. If we were to lose our 

own tongue, for example, if we were to grow up in a country which is not our own, 

someplace that is not our home, in my opinion, we would be losing a part of 

ourselves. 

 

 

Alla Gembaruk,  

PhD in Education, Associate Professor, 
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TEACHER ASSISTANTSHIP  

WITHIN DISTANCE LEARNING FRAMEWORK 

 

School experience is very important aspect of pre-service teacher training 

which is based on country’s national education policy. It’s the essential bridge from 

classroom to school setting. The role of school experience is undeniable. As Whang 

and Waters (2001) state practice allows: 

 the acquisition of professional knowledge, skills and attitudes 

 the theorising of practice and the practicing of theory 

 professional identity formation and enculturisation (the process by which 

students are inducted and adopt their professional culture) [1]. 
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School experience is an integral part of the new PRESETT Curriculum on 

Methodology designed in context of ‘New Generation School Teachers’ joint project 

(2013–2019), initiated by the Ministry of Education and Science, Ukraine and the 

British Council, Ukraine [2]. School experience is introduced in all three years of the 

methodology course. Thus, it provides a direct link between methodology classes and 

teaching at school. On the other hand, trainee students have an opportunity to develop 

their teachers’ competence in the classroom context cooperating with methodology 

teacher, university supervisor and school mentor. School experience is well-

structured and ensures students’ gradual entering the profession from guided 

observation (semesters 3 and 4) through teacher assistantship (semesters 5, 6 and 7) 

to observed teaching (semester 8).  

In this abstract we target at sharing our experience of organizing teacher 

assistantship within distance learning framework. 

According to the Curriculum students have their teacher assistantship once a 

week. During teacher assistantship they are to observe lessons, support English 

language teachers, plan lessons together with their mentors and try their hand at 

teaching parts of a lesson. Teacher assistantship is provided with the specially 

designed observation tasks which trainee students are to fill in.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected educational systems worldwide, leading 

to the near-total closures of schools, universities and colleges. In response to school 

closures, distance-learning programmes have been introduced. In this perspective the 

procedure of school experience has been redefined by university administration. As 

the number of people congregating in public places was limited, it appeared 

impossibly to organize teacher assistantship in school context. Instead online format 

of school experience was recommended. Accordingly the tasks for teacher 

assistantship were modified; new options for organizing teacher assistantship were 

offered. In this abstract we will outline the online format of teacher assistantship 

introduced in Semester 5. According to the Curriculum in Semester 5 students study 

Module 3 Preparing to Teach 2, which covers 4 units on teaching skills: Unit 3.1 

Teaching Listening; Unit 3.2 Teaching Reading; Unit 3.3 Teaching Speaking; Unit 
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3.4 Teaching Writing [2].  As for teacher assistantship they are to do Tasks 20, 21, 

22, 23 from observation tasks bank.  These tasks are similar in the content, but 

different in the focus. Students are to observe at least 3 lessons focusing on the 

sequence of listening / speaking / reading / writing activities. In Table 1, they are to 

note down what teachers and learners do, type of interaction, duration of activities 

and their purposes. Then they are to summarise their observations in Table 2 [3]. To 

fulfil these tasks the methodology teachers together with school experience 

supervisors searched internet websites in order to find appropriate online ESL lessons 

delivered  by the teachers both in Ukraine and in other countries. Tasks for school 

experience on each of the units were prepared in advance and uploaded on the 

Moodle platform. On a day of teacher assistantship students watched 2-3 ESL video 

lessons and analysed them by filling in the tables suggested in the observation tasks. 

Students’ reflection on school experience was shared in methodology classes and 

discussed with university supervisors. Such format of teacher assistantship on 

Module 3 Preparing to Teach 2 was practiced in Semester 5.  

In order to evaluate the effectiveness of the online format of teacher 

assistantship, third year students were asked to give their feedback on it. Having 

analysed students’ feedback we came to the conclusion that in general they find 

online format of teacher assistantship quite beneficial as it gives an opportunity to 

observe the best practices of ESL classes’ delivery. Besides, the ESL classes are 

focused on a particular skill: listening, speaking, reading or writing.  It makes the 

observation tasks fulfillment easier. At the same time students mentioned some 

disadvantages of the online format of teacher assistantship. Among them is the 

absence of real communication with mentors and learners.  

Summing up, we can conclude that suggested online format of teacher 

assistantship on Module 3 Preparing to teach 2 corresponds to the Curriculum 

requirements. The evaluation of the online format done by the third year students 

highlighted its benefits.  
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КЛЮЧОВІ КОМПЕТЕНТНОСТІ ДЛЯ ОСВІТИ В ХХІ СТОЛІТТІ: 

ЄВРОПЕЙСЬКИЙ ВИМІР 

 

Інноваційні економіки є більш продуктивними, стійкими, адаптованими 

до постійних швидких змін та здатні краще підтримувати високий рівень життя 

та суспільного розвитку. Інновації можуть запропонувати життєво важливі 

рішення щодо розв’язання економічних, кліматичних, соціальних та 

культурних проблем та ризиків з якими стикнулося людство в останні 

десятиріччя. Щоб бути готовими до майбутніх викликів, люди повинні вчитися 

мислити та діяти більш інтегровано, тобто системно. Крім того, підходити до 

вирішення завдань креативно, бути здібними розробляти нові продукти та 

послуги, нові процеси та методи, нові способи мислення та життя, створювати 

нові підприємства, нові моделі бізнесу та нові соціальні моделі. 

Освіта, як базовий тренд сучасного розвитку, має стати ключовим 

інструментом у підготовці молоді здатної адекватно реагувати на майбутні 

загрози та виклики. Освіта може дати учням свободу волі, необхідні їм 

компетентності, щоб сформувати свої власні цілі та власні компетентності. 

Школа може підготувати їх до робіт, які ще не створені, до технологій, які ще 

не винайдені, до вирішення проблем, які ще не очікуються. Для вирішення 

поставлених завдань, дуже важливим є навчання на компетентнісних засадах. 
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