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використання подкастингу підвищує мотивацію та 
інтерес у студентів до вивчення іноземних мов; це 
спосіб реалізації особистісного потенціалу студента; 
подкастинг збагачує суб'єктні відносини між 
викладачем та студентом. 
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Interactive activities as an effective way of 
motivating learners to work in groups 

Анотація. У статті розглядається ідея 
ефективного способу мотивації учнів до роботи в 
групі. Розкрито сутність нових інтерактивних 
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заходів. Проаналізовано проблеми процесу 
формування нових інтерактивних видів діяльності в 
науковій психолого-педагогічній літературі. 
Пропонуються приклади нових інтерактивних 
заходів. 

Ключові слова: інтерактивне навчання, 
навички, критичне та творче мислення, участь, 
клас. 

Abstract. The article considers the idea of an 
effective way of motivating learners to work in group. The 
essence of of new interactive activities is revealed. The 
problems of the process of formation of new interactive 
activities in the scientific psychological, pedagogical 
literature are analyzed. Examples of new interactive 
activities are offered. 

Key words: interactive learning, skills, critical and 
creative thinking, participation, classroom. 

 
People all over the world come to the point that the 

English language is becoming more and more important 
in the era of globalization. One of the techniques which 
is a breakthrough to traditional language learning is a 
group work. The traditional teaching focuses on the 
explicit explanation of grammatical aspects, asking 
students to read and translate line by line, memorizing 
difficult words, repeating words, phrases and sentences, 
and memorizing dialogues. In this way, students tend to 
be inactive and do not have enough amount of language 
practice in the classroom [1].  

The traditional teaching now has been replaced by 
the various innovative and effective language teaching 
techniques since the emergence of communicative 
language teaching in 1970s. One of them is group work, 
which is learning together in a small group of four or five 
to work with language. With group work, students can 
have more chance to practice the use of language in the 
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classroom. Many research findings show that group 
work is superior to traditional language teaching in 
terms of learning achievement [2].  

In recent years, different teachers and 
methodologists such as Tom Schrand, Susan McLester, 
Bill MacKenty and others have been trying to incorporate 
the concept of active learning through using interactive 
activities to foster students’ collaboration, which is one 
of the solutions to invigorate students to learn English. 
It is a well-known fact that entertaining and engaging 
learning environment tends to motivate and encourage 
student participation in the learning process, boosts 
their initiative to work together which in turn makes the 
process of second language acquisition a way more 
productive and faster [3; с. 51].  

The scientists define interactive activity as a 
hands-on, real-world approach to education. Harriet W. 
Sheridan, a former undergraduate dean at Brown 
University mentioned that learners master their skills 
and deepen knowledge through active participation in 
the process of gathering information and processing it 
by solving different problems in cooperation with other 
students or teacher. Some theory states that socially 
based activities influence such higher psychological 
functions as the ability to think out of the box, the 
ability to evaluate and criticize [2]. 

Effective learning in the classroom depends on the 
teacher’s ability to maintain the interest that brings 
students to the course in the first place. The emphasis 
of effective learning in a classroom has vital importance 
in student retention. The teachers are required to be 
adaptive to the changing classroom and student needs’ 

such that the students enjoy the course and establish 
goals. 

That is why, this article focuses on researching 
how interactive activities enhance students’ motivation 
to learn a foreign language, in particular, on effective 
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ways of motivating learners to work in groups through 
their usage. 

The most important factor that will strongly 
influence students’ participation in group activities is 
the classroom climate. Our goal as a teacher should be 
to foster a classroom climate in which students feel free 
to contribute and discuss ideas. It is possible to create 
such learning environment in class. Students will be 
more likely to participate in class activities if they 
perceive the classroom environment as friendly rather 
than evaluative [5; с. 82].   

We are all aware of interactive learning which is 
different from the traditional in many aspects. The basic 
difference between traditional and interactive lesson is 
that the second one incorporates a multitude of goals in 
one go. Interactive strategies address students’ need to 
be actively engaged in the learning process and to 
interact with others. Children can extend their 
knowledge by interacting with their teacher and with 
their classmates.  

Interactive activities provide opportunities for 
learners to strengthen their observational skills, 
listening skills, communication skills and interpersonal 
skills. Active learning strategies include a wide range of 
activities that share the common element of involving 
students in doing things together and thinking about 
the things they are doing. It should also be noted that 
interactive learning can be completed by students either 
in-class or out-of-class. All of them can be done by 
students working in groups [1].  

The following interactive student activities have 
been used in my investigation have shown that they are 

the most effective ways to encourage more collaboration 
in the classroom: 

 Think – Pair – Share. This type of activity first 
asks students to consider a question on their own, and 
then provides an opportunity for students to discuss it 
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in pairs, and finally together with the whole class. The 
success of these activities depends on the nature of the 
questions posed. This activity works ideally with 
questions to encourage deeper thinking, problem-
solving, and/or critical analysis. The procedure is as 
follows: 

1. Pose a question, usually by writing it on the 
board or projecting it. 

2. Have students consider the question on their 
own (1 – 2 min). 

3. Then allow the students form groups of 2-3 
people. 

4. Next, have students discuss the question with 
their partner and share their ideas and/or contrasting 
opinions (3 min). 

5. Re-group as a whole class and solicit responses 
from some or all of the pairs (3 min). 

 Brainstorming. This activity promotes critical 
and creative thinking and imagination in the brains of 
students. It can be used for deep understanding about 
any new concept. Brief steps involved in this activity are 
as below: 

1. Present an open-ended question or concept for 
students to discuss or solve. 

2. Arrange students work in small groups 
discussing it. 

3. Have students share ideas with other groups. 

 Board rotation. This learning activity is even 
more interactive than others. Brief steps are as follows:  

1. Divide the class into different groups of students 
and assign them to each of the boards you’ve set up in 
the room.  

2. Assign one topic/question per board. After each 
group writes an answer, they rotate to the next board. 
Here, they write their answer below the first answer of 
the previous group.  
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3. Let them go around the room until all the groups 
have covered all the boards. 

 Ice Breakers. These are activities that get 
students to interact and talk to each other, and 
encourage subsequent classroom interactions. 
Advantages of icebreakers include: participation of each 
student, the creation of a sense of community and 
focusing students’ attention on material that will be 
covered during the class period. 

To summarize it all, interactive activity is the 
cornerstone in the process of acquiring or learning a 

foreign language; therefore, learners usually have a 
positive attitude toward working in groups. One of the 
efforts that should be made by the teachers of English to 
maximize communication and interaction in the 
classrooms at schools is by initiating group work. Group 
work is a technique by which students can work or learn 
together to do the tasks. No doubt, the previously 
mentioned interactive activities have significant, positive 
impact on collaborative foreign language learning.  
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