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Crisis phenomena in the cultural and spiritual sphere of the modern society make it necessary to turn to the
historical experience of cultural life. Coverage of the public initiative, its support by the state, and the promotion of the
establishment and activities of educational centers will help to rethink the experience, which will facilitate the search for
ways of reviving culture, charity and enlightenment traditions. Thus, arguing the relevance of the declared theme, the
authors presented information about the creation of a public library reading room in the district center of Kyiv province -
the city of Uman. Having worked out the annual sets of two provincial newspapers — “Kievlyanin” (“Kyiv citizen”) and “Life
and Art”, the authors systematized the materials published in them about the Uman Public Library Reading Room. The
article draws attention to the multiethnic nature of Uman, because the initiators of the reading room were Jewish youth,
to the difficulty of opening a reading library, which emerged as a result of the implementation of a public initiative. The
sources of public reading room funding, among which donations of rich people prevailed, have been identified. Based on
newspaper reports, it has been shown that the role of management in opening and maintaining a library-reading room
has not been significant. It has been emphasized that the very fact of publication of materials about the Uman Public
Library Reading Room on the pages of provincial newspapers, which had a large distribution area, testifies to the
importance of its formation, and to the dissemination of the experience of such public initiative manifestation. The
conclusions of the article summarize that the newspapers "Kievlyanin" and "Life and Art" need a comprehensive
research as a source of library affairs study in the territory of Ukraine in the second half of the 19t - early 20t centuries,
as well as cultural enlightenment in general.
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KpnsoBi siBMLIa B KynbTYpPHO-AYXOBHIl cdhepi Cy4yacHOro couiymy 3yMOBIHOOTb HEOOXiOHICTb 3BEPHEHHS A0
iCTOpMYHOro AoCBiAY KyrnbTYPHOro >XUTTH. BUCBITNEHHA BMABY rpoMagchbKol iHiLiaTMBKM, Mipy NIgTPUMKK Ti AepxaBoto,
nonynsipusaLis CTBOPEHHS Ta LisiNbHOCTI NMPOCBITHULILKMX OCEPEOKIB CMpUATMME HOBOMY OCMMWCMEHHI AOCBigy, LUO
nonerwysaTMMe MOLUYK LWNAXIB BiAPOMKEHHS KYNbTypUy, TPaamuii 6naro4nMHHOCTI Ta NPOCBITHMLTBA. Tak apryMeHTyoun
aKTyanbHIiCTb 3ajeKknapoBaHOi TEMMW, aBTOpU MpPeAcTaBuMnK iHOpPMaLild MPO CTBOPEHHSA rpoMancbkoi 6ibnioTeku-
yuTanbeHi y NoBiToBOMY LeHTpi KuniBcbKoi rybepHii — MicTi YMaHb. OnpautoBaBLUn pivHi KOMNNEKTU OABOX ryGepHCLKUX
raset — «KneBnsiHnH» Ta «>Kn3Hb M UCKYCCTBOY», aBTOPU cnuctemaTnayBanu onybnikoBaHi B HUX maTtepiany npo YMaHCbKy
rpoMagcbky 6ibnioTeky-untansHo. Y cTaTTi 3BEpHEHO yBary Ha MomieTHIYHICTb YMaHi, agxe iHiuiatopamu BnawTyBaHHA
unTanbHi Oyna eBpericbka Monoab, Ha TPYAHOLLUI BigkpuTTa GibnioTekn-untaneHi, sika 3’aBunacs y pesynbtati peanisadii
rpoMafcbKoi iHiuiaTuem. 3’sicoBaHo akepena (iHaHCYBaHHsSI rPOMaACbKOl YMTanbHi, cepef sikux Hanbinbwummn Gynu
NnoXepTBYBaHHA 3aMOXHMX OcCi0. Ha ocCHOBI rasetHux nybnikauin nokasaHo, WO pofb YNpaBMiHHA Y BIiOKPUTTI Ta
nigTpumui 6ibniotekn-yntansHi 6yna He 3HauHoto. ligkpecneHo, wo cam dakT nybnikauii matepianiB Npo YMaHCbKy
rpoMagcbky 6ibnioTeky YATanbHIO Ha CTOPIHKaX ryGepHCBKMX raseT, siki Manu BENUKUii apearn NoLMPEHHS!, CBIAYUTL i Npo
BaXMUBICTb ii YTBOPEHHSH, i MPO MOLUMPEHHS [OOCBiQy Takoro BWSBY rPOMAACHKOI iHiLiaTMBW. Y BUCHOBKax CTaTTi
pes3loMOBaHo, Lo rasetu «KneensHuH» Ta «Kn3Hb U MCKYCCTBO» NOTPEOYIOTH KOMMIEKCHOTO AOCMIAXEHHS AK J)Kepena
BMBYEHHA 6ibnioTeYHOI cnpaBm Ha yKpaiHCbKUX 3emnsax Apyroi nonoBuHU XIX — noyatky XX CT., @ TakoX KynbTYPHOro
NPOCBITHMLTBA 3arasnom.

KnroyoBi cnoBa: 2asema «KueensHuH», 2azema «)Ku3Hb u uckyccmeon», Kuiecbka aybepHisi, YmaHsb,
YmaHcbKka epomadcbka 6ibniomeka, epomadcbka iHiuiamuea, KyrnbmypHe npocsimHuymeo, 6ibniomeka-4yumaribHsi.

Introduction. The study of cultural enlightenment at different stages of historical development and in different
geographical frameworks is still relevant. It is reinforced by the need of rethinking the historical experience of different
cultural and educational societies and centers functioning. The historical retrospective of their activity complements the
idea of the cultural development of the society at one stage or another. Studying the historical experience of cultural and
educational centers formation and activity expands the understanding of the needs of communities, social groups or the
people in general, of the forms of expression of public initiative and the social challenges at different stages of society
development. In this regard, the history of the public reading library in Uman is of great interest.

The town of Uman in the 19t - early 20t centuries was the center of the Uman district, which had the second
place in terms of area and the third in terms of population. It was the third among the twelve counties in the Kyiv
province. As of 1897, 31016 people lived in Uman, 17709 of whom were Jewish, accounting for 57.0% of the total
amount (Kuznets, 2005). That is, the town was more than half Jewish and remained such until 1920, since the census
conducted at that time had a population of 45488 people and a percentage of Jewish among them was 57.1 (Kuznets,
2005). The share of representatives of other nationalities in the total population of the town in 1897 was as follows:
Ukrainians - 30.6%, Russians - 8.7%, Poles - 2.9%, Germans, French and other - 0.5%. The multi-ethnic structure of the
population determined the peculiarities of the cultural life of Uman. The town had former educational traditions. It was
Uman which was the first in the Russian Empire to focus the Jewish educational movement - the Haskala. The school
was founded in Uman in the 1920s according to the advanced ideas of the Enlightenment. And although Haskala
became obsolete as a liberal educational movement by the end of the nineteenth century, the ideas of Enlightenment
continued to exist and marked the peculiarities of Uman cultural life. One of them was the creation of various cultural and
educational societies, including Uman Public Library Reading Room in the late 19t century.

The location of the library reading room was clarified by the local historian V. Davydiuk, who in the context of the
study of Uman streets history addressed the publication about it in local newspapers in the early 20t century (Daviduc,
2017: 262-271). I. Melnyk also mentioned about the public reading library in Uman in her dissertation (Melnyk, 2018). But
the creation and functioning of Uman reading library was not the subject of separate research. Therefore, information



about it from the periodicals has not been studied. Most of this information is contained in the daily literary, political and
artistic newspaper "Life and Art", published by M.E. Krayinsky in Kyiv. The newspaper was published in 1894-1900. More
than ten publications about the opening of the library in Uman have been published on its pages. Some information
about the problems of the Uman public library was also covered in the newspaper "Kievlyanin", which was published in
1864-1919 and was considered to be one of the best in the Russian Empire.

The purpose of the study is to systematize the publications of the above mentioned Kyiv newspapers about the
Uman Public Library Reading Room. This will expand the source base for the study of cultural enlightenment in Ukrainian
territories in the late 19t - early 20" century. The tasks of the study were to identify publications in the newspapers about
the library reading room in Uman, to systematize information and to create a generalized sketch of such a center of
cultural enlightenment.

Methods

The research has been carried out with the help of general scientific methods: structural-system, method of
analysis, comparison. Special historical methods have been also used. They are as follows: the method of historical
reconstruction, problem-chronological, synchronic.

The use of these methods made it possible to present the newspaper publications about the Uman Public
Library Reading Room as a single system, the structural elements of which were issues about the opening and election
of the reading room management, information about sources of funding and sponsorship of the institution, information
about the shutdown of the library.

Methods of analysis and comparison required the involvement of other sources, including the library's 1911
report. These special-historical methods ensured the presentation of the material found in the periodical press in a
chronological order, and thus contributed to the historical reconstruction of the process of creation and functioning of the
Uman Public Library Reading Room.

Results and Discussion. In the course of the study of the newspapers "Life and Art" for 1894-1900 and
"Kievlyanin" for 1900-1919, more than ten publications have been found about the public library reading room in Uman.
Supplemented by publications from other historical sources, they give a fairly clear idea of its creation and problems of its
functioning.

In the issue of March 25, 1897, the newspaper "Life and Art" announced that it had obtained permission to open
a public reading room in Uman. It has been noted that the main initiators of this were young people of "middle Jewish
class". The approved statute stated that a committee of five would be in charge of the reading room. Among them there
should be one representative of the spiritual and one of educational institution. The head of the commission had to be a
person of Christian confession.

A library, where books could be taken home, was formed by the reading room. The financial basis for the
reading room functioning were membership fees and readers' fees: the membership fee was six sections per year, and a
fee from readers was set by a special commission. The statute allowed arranging reading concerts, performances,
literary and dancing parties. The newspaper wrote the following according to the expediency of a public reading room
opening: “... it is enough to remember that in Uman there are about 30,000 Jews and there is nowhere to get the book.
Sometimes, an Uman reader is going to read a certain book for several years and can not get it, and most Uman readers
do not see magazines and newspapers at all" 1(Life and Art, 1897. Ne84: 3). The newspaper noted that young people
from the Middle Jewish community were the main initiators of the opening of the reading room and library.

The newspaper of May 2, 1897 reported that on April 27, elections were held for members of the board of the
Uman public reading room. The majority elected tax inspector V.M. Repinsky to be the chairman, G.S. Chomsky to be
the treasurer, and A.G. Alter to be the secretary. The election was attended by 59 people who made membership fees of
six rubles a year. But collected 354 rubles were not enough to open a reading room, and so they decided to collect
donations. Interestingly, 50 people were Jewish among the first 59 persons who paid membership fees? (Life and Art,
1897. Ne 120: 3).

So, the reading room opening was delayed. Chomsky, the treasurer and board member, renounced his position,
and an attempt to convene a general meeting and elect a new treasurer failed. The public interest in arranging a library
reading room gradually subsided. The newspaper of June 11, 1897, emphasized the need to speed up "this extremely
sympathetic affair." “It seems to us that the board should take a more vigorous job: to send out its statute; to recruit as
many members as possible, it is good that the annual fee is not very large (6 rubles), and most importantly, to hurry with
the opening of the reading room, in which there is a great need»® (Life and Art, 1897. Ne159: 3). It was reported that
about one hundred people were enrolled in the reading room, but there could be more readers.

A correspondence from Uman, published on July 31, 1897, announced that the reading room opening
scheduled for June, 24 had not taken place. Subscribed newspapers and magazines had already begun to arrive, and
the opening had been still delayed. Previously, the reason for this was the lack of premises, but that issue had been
already resolved: a suitable apartment had been rented. "What else are they waiting for?" asked the readers of the
newspaper* (Life and Art, 7897. Ne200: 3).

And only on August 1, 1897, the public reading room was opened. It received seven magazines and seven
newspapers, but it was reported that there was a near-term prospect of opening a library, from which books would be
given for home reading for a small fee. The “Life and Art” newspaper reported that "the public reading room ... owes its
existence to the local Jewish youth, who raised capital and attracted the intellectual class to this sympathetic affair® (Life
and Art, 1897. Ne217: 3).

! Budushchaia chytalnia-byblyoteka. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1897. Ne84. S.3.
ZAK. K otkrbityiu chytalny. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1897. Ne120. S.3.

3 Oblastnble vesty. H. Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1897. Ne159. S.3.

* Oblastnsle vesty. H. Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1897. Ne200. S.3.

5> Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1897. Ne217. S.3.



Formation of a library at the reading room depended on the financial support of this case. Therefore, different
sources of raising funds were sought, as it was foreseen in the statute. On September 7, 1897, the newspaper reported
that a charity performance had been staged in support of the public reading room by a society of artists led by Mrs.
Borysova, who was touring in Uman. Potapenko's comedy "Strangers" was a great success. 185, 25 rubles were
transferred to the Uman reading room fund. In addition, individual donations of money and books began to arrive. Mr.
Fishman was one of the first to send 50 rubles for the reading roomé (Life and Art, 1897. Ne247: 4). And on December
28, 1898, a dance evening was organized in the premises of the Cyclists Club, the funds for which were sent to the
reading room fund? (Life and Art, 7898. Neé6: 3).

In addition to the funds, the successful development of the reading room required more clear and competent
guidance. Election of the chairman of the board, the tax inspector V.M. Repinsky, was a formal affair because he had
other responsibilities and had little interest in reading. Therefore, at the general meeting, Mr. Adamson was elected in
charge of the affairs of the reading room, and Mr. Zagaykevich was his alternate. But the Kyiv governor did not approve
these applicants and there was no real leader in the reading room.

“It is therefore not surprising that in the affairs of the reading room there has now been a complete standstill;
soon there will be nothing to pay not only for the apartment, but also there will be nothing to pay the only servant of the
reading room”8 (Life and Art, 1898. Ne97: 3). It has been reported that there was a book of readers' orders in the reading
room and there were already a lot of wishes to take a book, but they were not fulfilled.

Fundraising for the reading room continued. The newspaper reported that on August 23, 1898, a charity concert
was held to support the reading room. The concert was attended by the pianist M. Romanovska, singer M. Lebedev and
a pupil of the imperial S.Petersburg Conservatory violinist L. Kutsyn. The audience met the performers enthusiastically.
The fee for the concert was 352,50 rubles, of which 230 rubles were transferred to support the reading room? (Life and
Art, 1898. Ne257: 3). An anonymous author of a newspaper note stated that the concert organizers deserve thanks: they
gave tickets for the concert to all wealthy Uman residents, inviting them to patrticipate in such a charity event, although
sometimes the residents were indifferent to it. It was requested that the city government should also support the public
reading room and provide it with an annual subsidy.

There were no reports of response from the city government to the reading room support request, but funding
was gradually adjusting. New sponsors emerged and even the public reading service was cheaper. At the general
meeting of members of the reading room on February 20, 1899, the chairman of its management I. Shchegliatiev
reported that such donations (50 rubles) had been received from the owner of the town of Talne Count P.P. Shuvalov
and his wife. The nobleman F.E. Brendel also donated 50 rubles. For this the meeting decided to select these
philanthropists to be honorary members of the library-reading room?° (Life and Art, 7899. Ne78: 4). The meeting also
changed the way the books were used. Until then only members of the reading room who paid an annual fee of 6 rubles
had the right to take books home. Non-members could read in the reading room for 25 kopecks per month. The meeting
also decided to give the books home to anyone who wished for 20 kopecks per month and with a guarantee of 1.5
rubles. And instead of 25 kopecks visitors paid only 15 cents per month for reading in the reading room. That is, the
library reading services became more accessible to the general public.

In one of the May issues of the newspaper in 1899, it was reported that “there was a marked revival in the life of
the Uman public reading room"1! (Life and Art, 7899. Ne129: 3). The board of directors wrote a petition to a City Council
according to the city budget payment to expand the library's scope of business. The reading room suggested to the city
council to arrange a “Pushkin department”, which would make books for the people and children and for the use of which
the payment would be 5 kopecks per month. The Council considered the petition and decided that instead of a one-time
financial aid, a free room should be allocated for the reading room, and the proposal for a “Pushkin department” was
rejected.

At the general meeting of the library reading room on April 30, 1899, gratitude was expressed to Doctor L.M.
Khatskilievich for handing over a large collection of books on medicine to the reading room. An appeal was made to
other wealthy Uman residents to support such a charity event. And for the expansion of the library's fund, the meeting
made an appeal to Russian writers asking for a free copy of one of their works.

Problems of material nature accompanied the Uman reading library in the early 19t century. In November 1910,
the newspaper “Kievlyanin" wrote that “the library-reading room is in dire need of material means"12 (Kievlyanin, 1910.
Ne303: 4). In search of funds, it was decided in 1910-1911 to hold five public lectures in Uman and to transfer the
proceeds from them to the library's reading room. This decision of the Uman city authorities was approved by the Kyiv
governor.

1914 was critical for the Uman reading library. However, its closure was not related to the conditions of wartime,
the reasons were different and they accumulated gradually. On February 20, 1911, the Uman newspaper, Voice of the
Province, reported that one of the main reasons for the diminution of the interest of the Uman citizens to the public
reading room was defined at a reading room meeting. The reason was a distance from the city center!? (Voice of the
Province, 71971. Ne188: 3). But soon the issue was resolved: the library reading room was moved to the city councill
(Report of the Uman Public Reading Room for 1911. Uman,1912: 4).

® Buistruii rost horoda. Novoe blahotvorytelnoe obshchestvo. K delam chytalny. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1897. Ne247. S 4.
7 Oblastnble vesty. H. Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1898. Ne6. S.3.

8 AK. H. Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1898. Ne97. S.3.

9 Oblastnble vesty. H. Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1898. Ne251. S.3.

10'H. Uman. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1899. Ne78. S.4.

11 A K. H. Uman, Kyevskoi hub. Zhyzn y yskusstvo. 1899. Ne129. S.3.

2 Uman. Kyevlianyn. 1910. Ne303. S.4.

13 Obshchee sobranye chlenov obshchestvennoi byblyoteky-chytalny. Holos provyntsyy. 1911. Ne188. S.3.

14 Otchet Umanskoi obshchestvennoi byblyoteky chytalny za 1911 hod. Uman: Typohrafyia «3nerhyia», 1912. 26 s.



But the dream of the organizers of the public reading room was their own room. Baron Yu.F. Meyendorf initiated
a petition before the Kyiv governor for permission to raise funds for the construction of a library building. The Provincial
Voice newspaper of March 16, 1914 reported that Kramarenko's message about obtaining the governor's permission
was reported at a meeting of members of the reading room on March 15, 1916. Attendees at the meeting first handed
over 385 rubles to the fund for the future construction of the premises!® (The Provincial Voice, 1974. Ne63: 4). On March
19, 1914, the Uman City Council decided to extend the one-year lease for the public library reading room¢ (The
Provincial Voice, 19714. Ne68: 3). It seemed that the affairs of the reading room would get better.

On April 11, 1914, the public library was visited by representatives of the police and several teachers of the
Uman Men's Gymnasium, who announced to the board of the library the decree of the Kyiv governor to suspend the
reading room. And before that, a senior adviser of the provincial government Tinkov visited the reading room and saw
two Taras Shevchenko’s portraits of in the library” (Kyiv thought, 1974. Ne102: 4). And the official decision on the library
reading room closure in Uman was made by the Kyiv provincial government. Reporting this to the Senate, the governor
of Kyiv reported that the library had banned literature, young people were given books, which were not prohibited by law,
but were not desirable in moral and educational terms. In this way, the board of the library reading room compromised
itselfl8 (The Provincial Voice, 1974. Ne154: 3).

Distributed throughout the entire Southwestern region of the empire, the newspaper "Kievlyanin" on May 3,
1914, also announced the closure of the public library in Uman. The reasons were as follows: Kyiv Province drew
attention to the failure of the library board to approve rules for readers by the governor; the library board decided to find
the funds to pay the fine of the responsible person; indifference of the person responsible for the library to his duties?®
(Kievlyanin, 1914. Ne121: 3). The reasons seemed to be contrived, but the library was closed.

Conclusion

Thus, publications about the Uman Public Reading Library, which were found on the pages of the periodical
press of the late 19t - early 20t centuries, can be organized according to three directions: information about opening a
reading library in Uman; reports of financial problems (search for sources of funding, charitable actions in support of the
library, sponsorship of the library); publication of the formal reasons for the library reading room shutdown in Uman.
Among all the newspaper publications about the Uman Public Library, almost sixty percent of the issues relates to
financial problems: the search for sources of funding, the search for the best building for the library reading room, the
formation of a library stock. The revealed publications as a whole create a generalized sketch of the cultural
enlightenment center in Uman as they reproduce the process of creating a library reading room, show the foundation of
the financing system, personify the leadership of this educational center, shed light on the attitude of city authorities to
the public library. Newspaper publications give reason to conclude that the creation of the cultural center in Uman in the
late 19t - early 20 century was a manifestation of the initiative of the educated middle class to meet the growing cultural
and educational demands of the population of the large county center, which was a characteristic feature of social life of
that period.

A comprehensive research of the Kyiv newspapers “Life and Art” and “Kievlyanin” as a source of study of the
history of library affairs in Ukraine, as well as of cultural enlightenment in general, needs special attention.
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